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Research Question

How performance art can create a public discussion about 
women’s abuse, domestic violence, and women's rights 
protection?



Methodology

• Public Performance in Republic Square

• Embodiment of Christine Iskandaryan who

became a victim of domestic violence: killed
by her husband

• Recorded people’s reactions of the scene

as they were passing by the body

• Expert Interviews on domestic violence

and on the means of its prevention



Research Findings

The Public Reaction results on the Public 
Performance

40% curiosity

26% ignorance

12% understanding

22% other (pity, aggression, surprise, etc…)



Research Findings

Expert Interviews

• Public events contribute to raising awareness of  domestic 
violence and other women’s issues

• There is a serious lack in the Armenian educational system in 
human rights and sex education

• Local NGO’s and human rights organizations are working on 
developing programs in raising awareness of  women’s rights 
and domestic violence



Research Findings

• “Women’s Resource Center” founded by Lara Aharonian is one of  the 
local organizations specialized in women’s rights protection and education 
on women’s rights

• “FemLibrary” founded by Arpi Balian and Anna Nikoghosyan is a newly 
established library of  feminist and queer literature.

• Due to the growth of  the activity on women’s issues and women’s rights, 
the number of  women calling for help increases yearly 



Conclusion

• Public events such as public performances are one of  the most 
effective ways of  reaching people and raising awareness about 
women issues in the short-term periods

• Only raising awareness is not enough to reduce violence cases 
against women; the educational system overall needs to be 
included in the process for visible changes to occur in the long 
term



References

Aharonian, L. (2019, March 4). Women Rights. (L. Sargsyan, Interviewer)

Ballian, A. (2019, March 10). Women's Rights. (L. Sargsyan, Interviewer)

Coalition, ". V. (2018, November 14). aravot.am. Retrieved from ARAVOT.AM: 
https://www.aravot.am/2018/11/14/993354/?fbclid=IwAR2_ApZ3RAItxCckYT5aXQfluwruejipfX4LMRox_b6nY3iHPhqW3dV
QdZE (accessed 16 November 2018)

Hovhannisyan, Z. (2018, November 14). «Ավանդական հայկական ընտանիքի» թեզը քաղաքական նպատակ ունի. (S. 
Mehrabekyan, Interviewer)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBwFWbxirX0&fbclid=IwAR1KGUbt-
pWWEe27E12umV_kTDtnQUKUsq3ocfhLIOXVcwYoxeq01vjr9lk&app=desktop#menu (accessed 18 November 2018)

Javier Truchero, A. U. (October 2017). «Կանանց նկատմամբ բռնության և ընտանեկան բռնության կանխարգելման և դրա
դեմ պայքարի մասին» Եվրոպայի խորհրդի կոնվենցիայով սահմանված չափանիշների տեսանկյունից ՀՀ քրեական
օրենսդրության վերլուծություն. Strasbourg: European Council. https://rm.coe.int/gap-analysis-armenian-law-
arm/168075bae2 (accessed 10 November 2018)

Manukyan, H. (2017, December 8). 10 ամսում ընտանեկան բռնության 1744 ահազանգ մարզերում, 1222՝ Երեւանում. 
Retrieved from hraparak.am: https://www.hraparak.am/posts/5a2a2f658b844468b4a72386/10-
%D5%A1%D5%B4%D5%BD%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%B4-
%D5%A8%D5%B6%D5%BF%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%A5%D5%AF%D5%A1%D5%B6-
%D5%A2%D5%BC%D5%B6%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%A9%D5%B5%D5%A1%D5%B6-1744-
%D5%A1%D5%B0%D5%A1%D5%A6%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%A3-%D (accessed 25 October 2018)

https://www.aravot.am/2018/11/14/993354/?fbclid=IwAR2_ApZ3RAItxCckYT5aXQfluwruejipfX4LMRox_b6nY3iHPhqW3dVQdZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBwFWbxirX0&fbclid=IwAR1KGUbt-pWWEe27E12umV_kTDtnQUKUsq3ocfhLIOXVcwYoxeq01vjr9lk&app=desktop%23menu
https://rm.coe.int/gap-analysis-armenian-law-arm/168075bae2

