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Section 2

English and Armenian 

Perceptions of Law

Section 1

Textual Comparative 

Analysis



The Snare of 

Glory

(1773)

The US Declaration of 
Independence

(1776)

Consists of 2 volumes: an introduction and the first

project of constitution for Armenia

Section 1



The US 

Declaration of 

Independence

The Second Treatise 

of Government

The 2nd Volume of 

Snare of Glory

1. Presence in the World

2. Divine/Natural and Human Law Relationship

3. Liberation Movements



Law is a snare to capture the  ill-

doers

Law is a fence to people’s 

properties

“[...] my hope is in God, and my eyes are kept on all

the pious readers, that by being a help to the weak,

by having the back of the good-minded hunter, they

hold tight the snare wire, so that unlawful people do

not denigrate me because they slip and are captured”

(Shahamirian, 1773/2002, p. 6).

“The Reason why Men enter into Society, is the

preservation of their Property; and the end why they

chuse and authorize a Legislative, is, that there may

be Laws made, and Rules set, as Guards and Fences

to the Properties of all the Members of the Society,

to limit the Power, and moderate the Dominion, of

every Part and Member of the Society” (Locke,

1689/1965, § 222).

Section 2



The true ground of morality is the 

will and law of God

God                Reason              Law 

• reason is the legal bond between the Creator and his creation: 

man

• morality and public happiness are linked together

• law is the sole path to happiness

Both Locke and Shahamirian believe 

that



God                Reason              Law 

Shahamirian’s liberatory enterprise to

create a MODERN NATION-STATE of

Armenia stands firmly on the ground of

Enlightenment inspired understanding of

nationhood and law.

I examined the work in connection to 3

themes:

Diaspora and its Capital

The Project of Modernization

Influence of English Enlightenment



The Snare of Glory is a work historically and philosophically 

essential to understanding Armenian history in a larger 

context

of Early Modern and Modern eras


