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CENTRAL RESEARCH QUESTION(S)

• Do Armenian media outlets violate child’s right 

to privacy?

• What are the reasons if such tendency exists? 

• What are the roles of media outlets, civil society 

representatives, and the government in the 

solution of this issue?



“ Secondary Data Research to find out 

about the overall situation 

Media Monitoring to see the overall picture 

in media sphere 

Online Survey to understand the level of 

awareness among the society 

Semi-Structured  Interviews to get 

expert opinions



SECONDARY DATA RESEARCH 

There is a center of Information Freedom (FOICA) and also 
governmental agency of Personal Data Protection that touch 
upon the issue of child’s right to privacy violations.

There’s a guideline on child’s privacy protection for families, 
educational centers and media outlets, however, it’s in a form 
of an advisory.

There’re several laws and rights in Armenia regarding 
personal data protection and the overall rights of the child to 
well-being, however, there’s no specific law about the 
privacy right of the child in the media sphere.



MEDIA MONITORING METHODOLOGY

Media Monitoring among 
popular media outlets on the 
case of Avetisyan family mass 
killing. 

 1.am

 armenpress.am

 lragir.am

 a1plus.am

 panarmenian.am

 civilnet.am

 hetq.am

 tert.am

 azatutyun.am

 mediamax.am

General Media Monitoring with 

keywords.

 Երեխա - Child

 Բռնություն- Violation

 Սպանություն- Murder

 Բռնաբարություն- Rape

 Մանկատուն- orphanage

 Ընտանեկան բռնություն- Domestic 

violence

 Դեպք, Դժբախտ պատահար –

Accident



MEDIA MONITORING: AVETISYAN 

FAMILY CASE 

• January 12, 2015 six people found dead in 
their house in Gyumri, Armenia.

• Two children among the victims.

• Large media reaction and coverage on the 
case.

• Personal information and images of the child 
victims spread on the web.



MEDIA MONITORING RESULTS 

• Only 2 media outlets(panarmenian.am, civilnet.am) from the list ( See slide 5) 

didn’t publish the pictures of children.

• All the other media outlets on the list have shown names of the victims, their 

place of residency and their pictures, which certainly portray their physical 

appearance.

• Less credible media outlets published the same news (including personal 

information and pictures of the child victims) several times. 

• Some of the popular media outlets also published the pictures of the victims 

several times (168.am).



ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS OVERVIEW 

• Most of the respondents think that media has no right to expose the 

personal information of the child (91,5 %).

• Half of the respondents indicated that they’ve seen such 

publications (51,4 %).

• Several respondents indicated that if the publication is made for the 

sake of child’s well-being, then the information and pictures can be 

published. 



INTERVIEWS

Shushan Doydoyan

(President of Freedom of Information Center (FOICA), former 
Head of Personal Data Protection Agency, RA Ministry of Justice)

Ara Tadevosyan

(Director of Mediamax News Agency)

Aspram Mamikonyan

(School psychologist at “Aregnazan” Educational Center)



INTERVIEWS

The overall message from the interviews is that the reason for the 
violation of child’s right to privacy is the unprofessional approach 
of journalists. 

The fact that people believe every news they see without checking 
the source is another reason for this tendency.

And also the fact that parents publicize their children is a massive 
factor in the emergence of the issue. 

However, the experts mentioned that the issue is much bigger 
than the primary violation of the children’s rights. 



CONCLUSION 

1. The presence of “lazy journalism” among media outlets

2. Lack of media literacy among the Armenian population

3. Absence of specific law protecting child’s right to privacy in 
the sphere of media

4. Irresponsible actions of parents 



FURTHER RESEARCH

A further research should be carried to identify the answers 
for the following questions

• Why the journalists are not well-educated and act 
unprofessionally? What is the reasons for such tendency in 
Armenia and how the situation can be improved?

• Why the citizens in Armenia are not well educated in the 
sphere of media and how the situation can be improved?

• On psychological level, why the parents tend to publicize 
the lives of their children?
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